
For many years, Arab Americans have demonstrated a high degree of political activity,
only one component of which is financial support.  According to a 2000 Zogby International
poll, 88.5% of Arab Americans are registered to vote.  Only African Americans and Jewish
Americans have a higher percentage of voter registration.  

In the 2000 election season 14.5% of Arab American voters contributed to a presidential
campaign and 82% watched a presidential debate.  Of six ethnic groups polled (African
American, Asian American, Hispanic, American Jews, Italian Americans and Arab
Americans), Arab Americans were among the highest on these issues. 

The national Arab American registered voter database shows that Arab American voters
are well represented in 55 congressional districts across the United States, making up
between 1.5% and 4.5% of the total voting population.

Arab American populations number in the hundreds of thousands* in many states with
key races in the 2002 elections:

Americans of Arab descent vote in greater percentages (62% in 1996) and are more 
politically active than average Americans.

According to an October 2002 Zogby International poll, over three-fourths of all Arab
American voters say the Middle East is a “very” or “somewhat” important issue in deter-
mining their vote.

Facts on Arab American Voters

“Because Arab Americans are a reliable voter group who
go to the polls in larger percentages than other groups,
they could deliver the difference for candidates who listen
to their concerns.” -AAI President Dr. James J. Zogby

California 650,000
New York 410,000
Michigan 400,000
Florida 270,000
New Jersey 250,000
Texas 190,000
Illinois 180,000

Ohio 160,000
Massachusetts 160,000
Pennsylvania 150,000
Virginia 140,000
Maryland 60,000
New Hampshire    60,000

* Estimates based on 2000 US Census data, Arab American Institute (AAIF) research, and AAIF-commissioned surveys.
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2002 Arab Americans’ Party Affiliation

How important is the Middle East in determining your vote?
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1996 Arab American Vote*

How do you view the Bush Administration’s policy on the Middle East?

Are you reassured by President Bush’s conduct toward Arab Americans?

Favorably
Unfavorably

Reassured
Not reassured
Not sure

Zogby International surveyed 500 Arab American voters during the last week 
of October 2002. The poll, commissioned by the Arab American Institute, has 
a margin of error of +/-4.5%. 

* Source: Zogby International


